
METHOD  

SCENE SAFETY 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Search a physical space and list the risks to safety. 

 

 

Advantages 

• Allows for competition 

• Highlights risks often overlooked 

• Sharpens observational skills  

• Raises situational awareness 

 

 

Disadvantages: 

• Requires a realistic environment 

• Requires a match between the environment and the type and level of learner 

  



METHOD  

Worksheets 
 

Description 

Pre-printed "fill-in-the-blank" sheets of questions, diagrams, or maps to help students review 

content learned in teaching session 

 

Advantages 

• Work at own pace 

• Independent learning 

• Helps students acquire “must know” information about subject 

• Can cover required subject definitions, terms, topics 

 

Disadvantages 

• can be used only for short period of time  

• facilitator has to prepare handouts  

 

http://tinyurl.com/57jq2s 

  

http://tinyurl.com/57jq2s


METHOD  

INTERVIEW AN EXPERT 

Description 

Learner identifies an individual who has the attributes that are of interest (e.g., diagnostician, 

communication, teacher, professionalism) and using a semi-structured interview (with questions 

typically provided by instructor to match objectives), learner conducts the interview and then 

reports back to learning group, incorporates into a portfolio, or some other documentation 

strategy that enhances reflection and application to learner. 

 

Advantages 

• Personalizes content and learning experience 

 

Disadvantages 

• Logistics may be a problem 

• Learner gets one person’s viewpoint 

  



METHOD  

PERSPECTIVE TAKING 
 

Description 

Learner is asked to adopt the perspective of someone else involved in the situation (e.g., nurse, 

patient, preceptor, hospital admin, family member).  Perspective taking is a critical skill in 

communication, professionalism and is highlighted in mediation and leadership as an essential 

attribute.  Comparing perspectives through debriefing or some other structured format is 

essential to maximize gains. 

 

Advantages 

• Increases social and environmental awareness 

• Decreases stereotypes 

• Collaboration motivator 

 

Disadvantages 

• Difficulty in assuming another person’s role 

  



METHOD  

SERVICE LEARNING 
LCME  IS 14.A 

 

DESCRIPTION 

"Service-learning" is defined as a structured learning experience that combines community 

service with preparation and reflection.  

 

Advantages 

• Students engaged in service-learning provide community service in response to community-

identified concerns and learn about the context in which service is provided, the connection 

between their service and their academic coursework, and their roles as citizens and 

professionals.  

 

Disadvantages 

• Requires extensive debriefing and “structuring” of assignments.  

 

 [Definition from Seifer SD. "Service-learning: Community-campus partnerships for health 

professions education." Academic Medicine, 73(3):273-277 (1998).] 

  



METHOD  

One Minute Micro-Lecture  

 Description 

The designer of the 1-minute lecture, David Penrose (SunGard Higher Education) insists that 

tiny bursts of knowledge, when paired with assignments and discussions, in either an on-line or 

F2F environment, results in learning equivalent to more traditional lectures.  Steps: (1) List key 

concepts to convey in traditional lecture; (2) Write a 15-30 second introduction and conclusion to 

provide context for key concepts; (3) record/present (e.g., podcast); (4) design a follow-up 

assignment that will direct learners to readings or activities that allow exploration of key 

concept(s); (5) Create a written assignment.  

 

Advantages 

• Quickly engages the learner and when paired with an assigned task allows the learner greater 

ownership, control and engagement in learning process 

• Works well with simple concepts 

 

Disadvantages 

• Learners must self-regulate/self-direct to complete associated tasks 

• Perceived “Face Validity” of method 

  



METHOD  

Audience Response 

System 
 

Description 

Interactive audience response services, by using wireless keypads for audience participation 

during presentations. 

 

Advantages 

• Teacher can easily acces the learners'  

knowledge, opinions on selected subjects 

• Learners can quickly assess their knowledge by viewing the large group results 

 

Disadvantages 

• Cost 

• Logistics 

  



METHOD  

“THIS I BELIEVE…” 
 

Description 

Adapted from Edward R. Murrow and more recently the NPR series… each learner writes a 

short essay/or oral presentation around the topic under discussion.   

 

Advantages. 

• Encourage learners to communicate openly about their values and beliefs that guide them 

through life 

•  Develop respect for beliefs different than one’s own 

 

Disadvantages 

• Uncomfortable sharing personal thoughts 
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