
METHOD  

CONCEPT MAPS 
 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Mapping can promote problem solving and critical thinking by helping leaner’s process complex 

relationships (simple to complex). A concept map is a graphical representation of the 

interrelations between concepts in an integrated, hierarchical manner.  

 

Advantages 

• Learner can visualize and make connections between concepts during the learning process.  

• Learner constructs/ recognizes new meanings, events or objects based on the prior 

knowledge 

• They identify major relationships between ideas, and concepts, procedures or principles. 

Disadvantage: 

• Learner finds the concept map to be too time-consuming to construct 

 

http://www.scientificjournals.org/journals2007/articles/1025.htm 

  

http://www.scientificjournals.org/journals2007/articles/1025.htm


METHOD  

Clinical Reasoning Theater  

 Description 

Clinical theater reasoning (CRT), developed by Borleffs, et. al. [Acad Med 2003;78(3):322-5], 

demonstrates the process of clinical reasoning to learners through the conversation of a doctor 

with a patient.  Three actors: the doctor, the patient, and the learners who form the “audience”.  

The performance occurs in two repeating acts. ACT I: Communication between doctor and 

patient focused on Hx Taking, PE, etc.  ACT II: “Time out” in which doctor explains/ thinks out 

loud, to reveal the rationale for questions, line of reasoning, and/or need to silence or empathy. 

Audience questions and provides suggestions for further dialogue with the patient resulting in 

another Act I and II cycle. 
    

Advantages 

• Builds on clinical teacher’s existing skills 

• Reveals the physician’s “behind the scenes” thinking and decision 

• Engage the audience through Act II  

 

Disadvantages 

• Exploration learners’ clinical reasoning is dependent on “doctor’s” facilitation skills 

  



METHOD  

OSCE 
 

Description 

(Objective Structured Clinical Exam) An assessment method that is based on objective testing 

and direct observation of student performance during planned clinical encounters or test stations.  

 

Advantages 

• Opportunity to practice “real life” situations in high stakes environment 

• Allows observation of student’s ability to apply knowledge and skill sets 

• Immediate feedback 

 

Disadvantages 

• Requires more work and planning than the standard exam  

• Cost is high both in human resource needs and money 

  



METHOD  

Demonstrations 
 

Description 

An explanation accompanies the actions performed 

 

 

Advantages 

• Efficient method for illustrating skills and procedures 

• Use of several senses; students hear, see, etc. 

• Promotes the “see one, do one, teach one” practice  

 

Disadvantages 

• May fail 

• May limit participation 

• May limit audience/client input 

• Require pre-preparation 

  



METHOD  

ROOT CAUSE ANALYSIS 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

An approach for identifying the underlying causes of an adverse outcome. Usually relies on 

intensive investigation of the incident, including conversations with those involved and related 

data.  

 

 

Advantages 

• Allows for a comprehensive review 

• Obtains multiple points of view 

• Integrates multiple sources of data 

 

Disadvantages 

• Time-intensive 

• Time sensitive 

• Voluntary participation is essential  

• Emotionally taxing on those involved in the adverse outcome 

  



Wild Card  
 

 

 

State a method that you think would be BEST for the objective under discussion.  

 

 

Wild Card 

 

 
Go WILD! 

  



METHOD  

Video Demonstrations, 

Video Segments, Film 

 

Description 

Electronically processed and storage formats for moving pictures 

 

Advantages 

• Beneficial for the” visual” learning style student 

• Efficient to teach concepts 

• Entertaining way of teaching content and raising issues  

• Professional in appearance  

• Good for large or small groups  

 

Disadvantages  

• Quality depends on capture method and storage used 

• More expensive than other visual aids  

• Requires special equipment  

• Require accurate cueing  

  



METHOD  

One Minute Micro-Lecture  

 Description 

The designer of the 1-minute lecture, David Penrose (SunGard Higher Education) insists that 

tiny bursts of knowledge, when paired with assignments and discussions, in either an on-line or 

F2F environment, results in learning equivalent to more traditional lectures.  Steps: (1) List key 

concepts to convey in traditional lecture; (2) Write a 15-30 second introduction and conclusion to 

provide context for key concepts; (3) record/present (e.g., podcast); (4) design a follow-up 

assignment that will direct learners to readings or activities that allow exploration of key 

concept(s); (5) Create a written assignment.  

 

Advantages 

• Quickly engages the learner and when paired with an assigned task allows the learner greater 

ownership, control and engagement in learning process 

• Works well with simple concepts 

 

Disadvantages 

• Learners must self-regulate/self-direct to complete associated tasks 

• Perceived “Face Validity” of method 

 




